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86**.   FROM JOHN HAWKINS l. DEAR S'
I had made my Acknowledgements for the curious and most acceptable Present the Anecdotes2 before now, but that I have been in the daily hope of being able to do it in Person, for which Purpose I have sent to Strawberry Hill but tho' I hear you sometimes come thither on Sunday, I have been so unfortunate as to miss you. I am as much edified as delighted with the Book and have more to say about it than a Letter would contain. Something however T must not conceal from you and that is that the Bp of Q-loucester8 has taken Fire at a Passage in it which to several of his Friends he has declared he looks on as a malignant unprovoked Attack on Mm, and with a Spirit as resolute as that which animated BecJcet he has vowed Eevenge. I am further told that a new Edition of Pope4 now in Baskervile's Press is the intended Vehicle for his Abuse, for Abuse I pronounce it. all Controversy must be that comes from that Quarter.
The Passage I own I cannot find unless it is that pertinent Keflexion. on the Folly of Hypothesis-making in the 27th Page of Vol. I. a Keflexion which I never could forbear to make on looking into either the Alliance between Church & State or the Divine Legation, tho' my Author tells me it is something more direct in a Passage where Brown WiUis & Hearne and the Phoenician are mentioned together; you have my
1  John Hawldus( 1710-1780), editor      polo's Anecdotes of Painting in Eng-of tho Complete Angler (1760), and      land, printed at Strawberry Hill, wore author of a History of Music (1776),      published on Fob. 15 of this year, in -which ho was assisted by Walpolo,         3 William Warburton (1698-1779), and tho I4fe and Works of Samuel      Bishop of Gloucester (1759). Johnson (1787-9), whoso executor ho         * Originally   published in   1751; waa.   Ho was knighted in 1772.             the   projected   Baskervillo  edition
2  Tho first two volumes of Wai-      was never published.           Fast by a sheltering wood,
